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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/ or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST 
be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Minutoli on 9/14/07. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Cancel claims 8-16, 18-21 and 38-40. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the art of record teaches the recited a game control unit being 
configured to control a game progress by executing the acts of claim 1 . In particular, 
none of the art whether taken alone or in combination can be said to teach or suggest 
a game control unit being configured to control a game progress by executing the acts 
of displaying at least four disappearance positions at outer areas on the display screen 
such that an inner area on the display screen is surrounded by the plurality of 
disappearance positions and displaying a plurality of command marks on the display 
screen, which are blown out one after the other from a position in said inner area in 
concert with a rhythm of music, wherein each of the blown-out command marks 
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moves from the appearance position toward one of said disappearance positions, along 
with the rest of the claimed limitations. Claim 45 depends from claim 44 and is 
allowable along with claim 44. 

Furthermore, because independent claims 47, 49, 52 and 61-64 also recite 
similar limitations as set forth above. The art fails to teach or suggest their subject 
matter as well. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kim T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4441. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 8:30AM to 
5:OOPM ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Xuan Thai, can be reached on (571) 272-7147. The central official fax 
number is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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